
Commodore's Quarters
W R I T T E N  B Y  S T E E L E  Y O U N G

We enter 2024 with strong inertia. A lot is getting done at the Boat club and it is really
fun to watch. 

Uniform and aligned objectives seem to be sparking real initiatives. Volunteerism is
widely apparent and appears to be more of a normal day to day than I ever remember.

I honestly feel like the Boat Club is on a self-perpetuating path to 83 more years of
successful operations. Let’s keep up the good work everyone.

Do yourself a favor and get out of the Steak Night Galley Line by scanning this QR
Code:

THE SCUTTLEBUTT 
F E B R U A R Y   2 0 2 4

San Diego Mission Bay Boat and Ski Club 
2606 N. Mission Bay Drive, San Diego, CA 92109-6833 
  sdmbbsc.org   Originated March 4, 1940 - 83 Years

2024 – The Year of Auto-Pilot?
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CLUB NEWS

Volunteers Needed!
All boat club events are
organized, set up, and

cleaned up by volunteers.  
Paid staff supports the events,
however, we all need to work
together to provide safe and

entertaining events for
members to enjoy. 

ADOPT AN AREA
our member club relies on
volunteers to keep some
maintenance costs and
repairs to a minimum 
please consider adopting
an area that you see needs
a little tender care and
consider doing some
upkeep and maintenance

please email steele or lefty with any
questions go to website and click on
membership tab for more information
https://sdmbbsc.org/page-7745

FEB Events:
 reminder parking inside the

gate for members only
make sure your guests sign in

and wear wristbandsno guest dogs allowedplease bus your own tables and
have guests do the same

if you move furniture, please
return it back to its original

place

UPCOMING  EVENTS
BOAT CLUB REMODEL

volunteers needed  to move  items for  
remodel and move items back after
remodel

SUPERBOWL
volunteers needed please contact Scott
Oswald for more information 

Valentine’s Day Dinner
volunteers needed please contact Maria
Woods for more information 

https://sdmbbsc.org/page-7745




pe o e

Fri, - Feb 9th 7pm to 10pm
NIGEL COOK
UK transplant and Bay Park resident Nigel
Cook electrifies audiences with a superbly
executed, one- man band mix of classic
rock songs that will take you on a journey
from his microphone & Fender Stratocaster
through all your favorite musical memories
without missing a backing track beat!

Fri, Feb 2nd - 7pm to 10pm 
RISTBAND
You will find some elements of
Country, Rock-a-billy, Jazz,
Blues and Rock Fusion. You’ll
hear some original mixed in with
favorites spanning all decades:
Ristband covers many of your
favorites from the 60's up to
today's radio hits, 70’s guitar
rock, 80’s dance, 90’s edge and
current chart hits. Dance
responsibly!

February Live Music

Wed, Feb 14th - 6pm to 9pm
VALENTINE'S DAY w/ CHRISTOPHER
DALE
Christopher Dale strums and
croons his way through a variety of
love songs for an early tribute to
Valentine’s Day. Timeless classics
mixed with heartfelt and quirky
originals, will set the feel-good
mood, “In the name of LOVE”.



pe o e

Fri, Feb 16th - 7pm to 10pm
Gaby Aparicio Trio
"Beachy Latin-rock with a soulful feel",
Gaby Aparicio adds a fantastic sway to
music with Latin elements illuminating
through her selection of contemporary
and artistically original song choices,
spreading musical good vibes all around!
Her jazzy vocal stylings and percussive
grooves lead audiences on a super fun,
feel good adventure that gets you movin'!
A truly mesmerizing performer!

Fri, Feb 23rd - 7pm to 10pm
7 SECONDS TO VEGAS
All Killer, No Filler! 7 Seconds
To Vegas is a dance cover
band, featuring the best of
Classic Rock, Funk, and
Alternative hits.

February Live Music

Fri, Mar 1st - 7pm to 10pm
THE SURF BIRDS
The Surf Birdz are a unique 4-piece
band that plays a wide variety of
classic rock from instrumental surf
music to Black Sabbath.  You’ll hear
the Beach Boys, the Beatles, Rolling
Stones, Dick Dale, the Ventures, the
Doors, Hendrix, Iron Butterfly, Jethro
Tull, Tom Petty and a lot more.  We
feature our guest performer when she
is available, Carly Hines, who is a
classically trained flautist and has
played several times at Carnegie Hall. 



MAN AND 



CLUB NEWS

Reminder: when
you pay your bar

tab, tips for the
galley staff aren't

included.  Tip
them in cash or

Venmo.

https://sdmbbsc.org/events

Wondering what's
happening at the Club?
Checkout the website:

Reminder: make
sure to have

guests sign-in
and wear a
wristband. 

Reminder:
dogs on a leash

when food is
being served .

Stay informed on

events, bar specials,

holidays, live music,

and much much

more!

To "opt in"& receive

Club text

messaging, go yo

yout mobile phone

and text SDMBBSC

to phone number 

858-251-5324 

Reminder: please
bus your own

tables and have
your guests do

the same.

Reminder: 
pay your tab at
the end of the

night 

https://sdmbbsc.org/events




Meetings and Events at the Club

FLAG AND BOARD MEETINGS 3rd Tuesday of the month. Flag Meeting
followed by Executive Session. Contact Commodore Steele Young to add

new items to agenda. New member Read ins etc.
Quarterly Calendar FEBRUARY-MARCH

FEBRUARY

Feb 01 H Boat Club Poker Night

Feb 03 S Boat Club Chili Cookoff

Feb 03 S Birthday Party with Third Project

Feb 04 U Birthday Party

Feb 06 M OMBAC ring ceremony

Feb 07 T PBTC Board Meeting

Feb 08 H Boat Club Bunco

Feb 09 F - 7pm to 10pm NIGEL COOK

Feb 10 S Superhole 24 Party

Feb 11 U Super Bowl Party - Chairperson: Scott Oswald

Feb 12 M OMBAC bi-weekly meeting

Feb 13 T Parrothead Meeting

Feb 14 W Valentines Dinner with Love Songs by Christopher Dale Chairperson:

Maria Woods

Fe﻿b 15 H Boat Club BINGO

Feb 16 F Steak Night

Feb 17 S SDMBBSC Clean Up Day

Feb 18 U San Diego Surf Festival

Feb 20 SDMBBSC FLAG/BOARD MEETING

Feb 22 H Boat Club Trivia Night by Sunset Trivia Productions

Feb 23- F 7pm to 10pm 7 SECONDS TO VEGAS

Feb 24 S Shake and Shine Fest

Feb 26 M OMBAC bi-weekly meeting

https://sdmbbsc.org/event-5559635?CalendarViewType=0&SelectedDate=1/11/2024
https://sdmbbsc.org/event-5535170?CalendarViewType=0&SelectedDate=1/11/2024
https://sdmbbsc.org/event-5559650?CalendarViewType=0&SelectedDate=1/11/2024
https://sdmbbsc.org/event-5516387?CalendarViewType=0&SelectedDate=1/11/2024
https://sdmbbsc.org/event-5519687?CalendarViewType=0&SelectedDate=1/11/2024


MARCH

Mar 01 F - 7pm to 10pm  Steak Night THE SURF BIRDS

Mar 06 W PBTC Board Meeting

Mar 07 H Boat Club Poker Night

Mar 14 H Boat Club BINGO

Mar 15 Friday Night St Paddy's Day Show - The Fooks!

Mar 16 S Karaoke Night

Mar 17 U St Pattys Day Fisherman's Cook Off and Irish Party

Mar 21 H March Madness Bracket and Promo Week begins

Mar 21 H Boat Club Bunco

Mar 23 S Concert on the lawn - TBA

Mar 26 T Boat Club 5 night cruise

Mar 28 H Boat Club Trivia Night by Sunset Trivia Productions

Mar 30 S Children's Easter Egg Hunt w/bounce house & lunch - Chairperson: Maria

Woods 

Meetings and Events at the Club

https://sdmbbsc.org/event-5559674?CalendarViewType=0&SelectedDate=1/11/2024
https://sdmbbsc.org/event-5559609?CalendarViewType=0&SelectedDate=1/11/2024
https://sdmbbsc.org/event-5559643?CalendarViewType=0&SelectedDate=1/11/2024
https://sdmbbsc.org/event-5541538?CalendarViewType=0&SelectedDate=1/11/2024
https://sdmbbsc.org/event-5559682?CalendarViewType=0&SelectedDate=1/11/2024
https://sdmbbsc.org/event-5559722?CalendarViewType=0&SelectedDate=1/11/2024
https://sdmbbsc.org/event-5559717?CalendarViewType=0&SelectedDate=1/11/2024
https://sdmbbsc.org/event-5559622?CalendarViewType=0&SelectedDate=1/11/2024
https://sdmbbsc.org/event-5559734?CalendarViewType=0&SelectedDate=1/11/2024
https://sdmbbsc.org/event-5287482?CalendarViewType=0&SelectedDate=1/11/2024
https://sdmbbsc.org/event-5559654?CalendarViewType=0&SelectedDate=1/11/2024
https://sdmbbsc.org/event-5559125?CalendarViewType=0&SelectedDate=1/11/2024
https://sdmbbsc.org/event-5559125?CalendarViewType=0&SelectedDate=1/11/2024


CLUB NEWS
Contributed by Sonya Chandler.San Diego Mission Bay Boat & Ski Club History: 
In 1958 the Western Regional Ski Tournament including the Junior Trick and
Slalom was brought back to our club by Larry Penacho. His father Joe Penacho
was an active member of the Club.
The Club has sponsored or assisted in every major water event on Mission Bay
since 1963 such as speed skiing, boat racing, Crew Classic and provide support
boats for outrigger racing. We continue to hold Blind Ski Clinic’s once a month at
Hidden Anchorage.
The San Diego Water Ski Team originated in 1980 was a Satellite of our Club and
participated in Regionals and National Ski Tournaments throughout the U.S. The
Ski Team. as a Satellite Club originated in 1980. The Ski Team built a new dock in
Hidden Anchorage and Breakwater to protect the entrance and maintained
Hidden Anchorage including the jump and slalom course. Several members have
been on the World Team, they are Inductees into the American Water Ski Hall of
Fame:  Charles Stearns 1982, Karin Roberge Woodson 1994, Larry Penacho 1995
and Carl Roberge 2006. The Club Emblem was designed after Larry Penacho.

LARRY PENACHO dropped by the
SDMBB&SC November 21st, 2023
and donated his picture from his
skiing days and his favorite Ski “Cut
and Jump.” It is currently located in
Chandler Hall.



CLUB NEWS
Larry Penacho

USA Water Ski Hall of Fame
You might say Larry Penacho began water skiing because his father, Joe Penacho, was a commercial
tuna fisherman. It came about in the late summer of 1956.  The Penacho fishing boat was in port at
San Diego Bay when someone in the family suggested they take the boat around to Mission Bay and
try water skiing. A cousin had a pair of skis and the boat was equipped with an 18-foot tender, which
would be about right as a towboat.

Larry was 12 years old at the time.  It came his turn to try water skiing and he got up on the first
attempt.  A year later, he was skiing in the National Water Ski Championships. His rapid development
as a competition skier came about through a series of family circumstances. His father and mother,
Madeline, became as enthusiastic about the sport as Larry.  Joe later sold his fishing boat and began
to devote more and more time to driving not only for his son but for water ski tournaments
throughout California.  Then, through the encouragement of Larry’s older sister, Charlene, the
Penacho family joined the San Diego Speedboat Water Ski Club, and Larry began his rise to the top.

He practiced for months on two skis so that his transition to a single slalom ski in February 1957 was
a breeze.  He finished high enough in the Western Regional later that year to earn a place in Boys
Slalom in the National Tournament, which was held in his hometown. Larry began trick skiing in the
fall of 1957 after watching films of Micky Amsbry, Chuck Stearns, Roger Ray and Joe Cash, all
pacemakers in the event in those days. He had already tried jumping, finishing last in the Regionals
with a leap of 46 feet, little realizing that his jumping would take him to World Championship heights
in the years to come.
 
Larry won Boys tricks at the 1958 Nationals at Callaway Gardens with a score of 1721.5, the second
highest total ever run in competition (Stearns had a score of 1943.5 in the Men’s Division).  He won
Boys tricks again at the 1959 Nationals in Laconia, N.H. moving up to Men’s competition, Larry won
the jumping title at the Minneapolis National in 1960, and captured the overall national title at Long
Beach in 1963.
 
While still in the Boys age bracket. Larry made his mark in the Masters.  He won the Boys overall title
in 1959 with a victory in Slalom and second in tricks and jumping.  He then made a clean sweep in
the 1960 Masters, and his name became the second to be engraved on the famed Masters Trophy
(Nancie Rideout was the first in 1959).

But it was not his victories that Larry remembers most about those early Master Tournaments.  It
was the advice he received from a future Hall of Famer, the late Joe Cash. Joe changed my jumping
style, Larry recalls. He told me to lean forward over my toes and get out of a squat position.
 
The advice worked so well that the Penacho spring off the ramp became the talk of jumping
specialists and led to his victory in the Long Beach World Championships in 1961 and again at the
World meet in Australia in 1965.
 
In retrospect, the Long Beach jumping triumph was Larry’s greatest thrill in all of his year’s of water
skiing.  I was just 17 years old at the time, Larry remembers, and it was an honor just to be in the
tournament.  I shall always remember seeing the sun going down as it came my turn to jump.  The
moment I left the ramp, I knew it was a good one.It was - a record leap of 150.8 feet.
 
Larry was born Lawrence Joseph Penacho in San Diego on September 21, 1943.  At the
time of the induction, Larry had been teaching mathematics for 28 years, the most recent
years at Patrick Henry High School.  He was also a wrestling coach for 26 years.



CLUB NEWS
Please send pics 

to post on the
Facebook page to 

midori.i.doxey@gmail.com
858-735-4470

  





CLUB NEWS

KAYAK RENTALS AVAILABLE NOW
Come rent the Boat Club’s
double kayaks, available
during bar hours 
Members can rent them for
$10/day at the bar.  
Each paddler needs to sign the
Release of Liability.
Let’s go kayaking!

Aloha, friends! With summer coming to a close, members should be aware that the
Club has some limited storage rentals for your stand up paddle boards, canoes
and even bicycles. Yes, bikes! The affordable lockers are available for monthly
rental. Reach out to Jason via email at smallstorage@sdmbbsc.org to set up small
storage. 

SMAL L  S TORAGE  
R ENTA LS

ATTENTION BOAT OWNERS:

Please make sure your boat and trailer registration,  and
insurance requirements are updated and uploaded to your
profile. Inspections are in progress.

SDMBBSD Boat Yard Manager
go to our website>Membership>Vessel Storage>Application
Process
https://sdmbbsc.org/vesselstorage









 
Thank you for your interest in vessel storage at the San Diego Mission Bay Boat and Ski Club. Prior to
authorization to storage, there are a couple of administrative tasks you must complete. First, please
complete the Vessel Storage information on your SDMBBSC Membership Profile. All instructions can
be found at the following link: https://sdmbbsc.org/vesselstorage. 

Request for vessel storage must be completed in writing via email to boatyard@sdmbbsc.org. Once 
your request for storage is received, all information will be reviewed for vessel storage eligibility. 

SDMBBSC Vessel Storage Requirements: 

 
 1. Current Vessel Registration 
 2. Current Trailer Registration 
 4. Photo of Vessel on trailer. 
 5. Vessel insurance with SDMBBSC named as additionally insured. 
o Owners of all boats and trailers must maintain a minimum liability insurance policy 
of $100,000 (One Hundred-Thousand) for injury to personnel and $300,000 (Three 
Hundred-Thousand) for damage to property. The insurance shall list the SDMBBSC 
as “Additionally Insured” in accordance with SDMBBSC insurance policy. 
o This item is usually a no-cost effort from an insurance company. 

The SDMBBSC Vessel Storage Requirements must be uploaded to the member account prior to vessel 
storage at the facility 
Space assignment will be at the discretion of the Boatyard Manager(s) and may be reassigned if in the 
best interest of the club. Spaces cannot be passed between members without permission of the Boatyard 
Manager(s). 

A wait list is maintained by the Boatyard Manager(s). Persons may be added to the wait list upon written
request to boatyard@sdmbbsc.org. Those persons that have uploaded ALL of the above information may
receive priority when spaces become available. Also, vessel storage spaces at SDMBBSC are of varying
sizes and may limit timely placement of vessel at the facility. 

All vessel spaces must be maintained in a neat and presentable condition at all times. Boats and/or

trailers 
must be stored in their assigned space and must be kept in operative condition at all time as required by 
the requirements of the SDMBBSC lease. No other vehicles or equipment is allowed for storage at 
SDMBBSC. 

SDMBBSC:02/2023 

Vessel Storage Application: Members Only 



…. Announcing
A wonderful new association. 

San Diego Mission Bay Boat and Ski Club 
is happy to report we are now members of the

San Diego Council of Ski Clubs and 
Far West Ski Association! 

 What this means for you : 

SDMBBSC members may join in on any trips the SD Council of Ski Clubs and 
Far West Ski Association offer! Check websites for pricing. 
Upcoming Trips: 
SDCSC – www.skisandiego.org 
Steamboat Springs, CO – 1/27-2/3/24 
Madonna di Campiglio, Italy – Feb 2024 

France, Chile, Africa & Galapagos trips tba 2024-2026! 
We will make more announcements in the Scuttlebutt soon. 

Contact Ira Lindenfeld with any questions at paddler23@cox.net 
See you on the mountain!!! 

http://www.skisandiego.org/
http://www.skisandiego.org/
http://www.skisandiego.org/
mailto:paddler23@cox.net
mailto:paddler23@cox.net
mailto:paddler23@cox.net






San Diego Council of Ski Clubs - Wednesday Walks 

 

Wednesday 
9:00 am 

Breakfast following walk at Konito’s 
1730 Garnet Avenue in Pacific Beach 

Park in Vons parking lot 
Konito’s located in the northeast corner of Garnet & Jewel St. 

Questions – Janie 858.395.6321 

 
IF IT’S RAINING, EVENTS WILL BE CANCELLED 

Please join us for a morning walk with our ski friends at Mission Bay. 
Clairemont Drive exit West off I-5 (old SD Visitors Info Center) 

Park: lot SOUTH of Mission Bay Beach Club 
(cars are towed in MB Beach Club lot) 

Meet at the trees west of MB Beach Club (bayside) 









Commodore:                    Steele Young (619) 807-1569          commodore@sdmbbsc.org
1st Vice Commodore:    Brian Niznik (619) 933-5978           1stvicecommodore@sdmbbsc.org
2nd Vice Commodore:   Todd Toth (619) 672-1105               gttoth@gmail.com
Treasurer:                         Spencer Young (619) 917-9865      treasurer@sdmbbsc.org
Financial Secretary:       John Doxey (858) 227-4585             financialsecretary@sdmbbsc.org
Secretary:                         Paula Goleta (619) 952-4713           secretary@sdmbbsc.org
Sergeant at Arms:          Lefty Churchill (619) 778-9096       ombacer@san.rr.com 
Past Commodore:          Kevin Witherell (858) 357-3675      rearcommodore@sdmbbsc.org                  

Board of Directors: 
  Anna Alvarez   (714) 815-0988     anna442001@yahoo.com
  Carly Chance (951) 541-4700       carly@eliteescrowservices.com
  Kristen Kalepp (760)898-0171     bokerKristencoastaledgerealty.com
  Victoria Kruser (760) 845-2023    vkruser@gmail.com
  Ira Lindenfeld (858) 395-5442      inljel@cox.net
  Scott Oswald    (619)9724658       scottoswald@sbcglobal.net

 

Committee Chairpersons
   Blind Ski Clinic/Director:      Ron George            egeorge@san.rr.com   
   Boat Yard Manager:               Tom Dow                boatyard@sdmbbsc.org
   Budget:                                      Kevin Witherell     kevin.witherell@ngc.com
   Bunco Babes:                           Jackie Niznik          jackieniznik@gmail.com
   Clean Up Chair/Gate Mstr:  Tanya DeLong        tanya@lleraplace.net
   Club House Engineer:            Lefty Churchill      ombacer@san.rr.com 
   Club House Eng. Ass’t:           Steele Young         commodore@sdmbbsc.org
   Convair Water Ski Club:        Steve Trudgen       info@convairwaterski.com
   Dock Master:                           Lefty Churchill       ombacer@san.rr.com 
   Entertainment:                       Christopher Dale  chris@christopherdalemusic.com
   Galley Manager:                      Steele Young         commodore@sdmbbsc.org
   Health & Wellness:                 Maria Potter-Wood maripott12@gmail.com
   Ikuna Koa Pres:                       Paula Goleta          paulagoleta@gmail.com
   Lease/Move:                             Brian Niznik          1stvicecommodore@sdmbbsc.org 
   Membership:                            Steele Young         commodore@sdmbbsc.org
   Patio/Prop Donations:           Maria Potter-Wood    maripott12@gmail.com
   Smallcraft Storage:                 Jason Pongsrikul   smallstorage@sdmbbsc.org
   Scuttlebutt Editors:                Paula Goleta / Amy Schuler     newsletter@sdmbbsc.org
   Technical/Website:                 Jen Ramelb            admin@sdmbbsc.org

 Staff Contacts
   Bar Mgr/Merchandise           Amy Schuler (858) 270-0841     bar@sdmbbsc.org
   Bookkeeper/Office Mgr        Brandi Linn (619) 847-7113       bookkeeper@sdmbbsc.org
   Rental Events                          Amy Schuler (858) 270-0841     events@sdmbbsc.org

 updated 12 Jan 2024

Officers, Board of Directors and Committee Chairpersons

mailto:carly@eliteescrowservices.com

